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American Patriotism. . . The Strength of the Nation

Remarks by:
Event — Location
Date — Time

The following is an example of the first half of an introduction. The introduction section
accomplishes four key tasks (ARTS):

e TOPIC: tells the audience what this speech will be about
SUBTOPICS: Outlines the “road map” of the speech

You should modify the ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS and RAPPORT of this speech to

connect the speaker with the audience.
Introduction

| am so happy to be here in Philadelphia today. It is quite an honor for me to be at
America’s birthplace on our Army’s Birthday.

| am absolutely amazed by the amount of pride, cooperation and enthusiasm this city
has put into this celebration.



So, let’s talk about love. . . more specifically what it means to love this country — to be
patriotic.

Sometimes patriotism gets a bad reputation, but true American patriotism is different.
First, American patriotism redefined what it means to love your country.

Second, you don’t have to wear this uniform to be a patriot.

Finally, your patriotic service is our nation’s best defense.

American Patriotism

First, American patriotism redefines what it means to love your country.

We love our country. There is no doubt about that. We make sure everyone,
everywhere knows it.

Flip on the radio station today. Count how many times you hear Lee Greenwood’s “God
Bless the U.S.A.” or even Toby Keith’s “American Soldier.”

Just go to our stores and streets and baseball stadiums, and you will find them decked
out in the finest colors | can imagine... Red, white and blue.

w



Head on down to your local store, and you’ll see folks gearing up to celebrate our
independence with frankfurters and fireworks. | went into one of those firework stands
the other day, and was just amazed at the pyrotechnic plunder available for purchase.

| found sparklers and screaming banshees and cracklin’ meteors and kamikaze komets.
We really know how to celebrate a birthday with a bang.

What a way to show that we love our country than to light up the sky for everyone to
see.

Our nation was born like no other on this Earth, and our celebrations really show how
much we love America.

What is it that Americans really love about their country?
Is it the majestic mountains?

The spacious skies? Or the amber waves of grain?

| argue that it's something deeper, more profound.

Our devotion to America transcends mere loyalty to the land that lies between our
shining seas.

It is a patriotism of principles. Plain and simple.

Our nation was born of the ideas that all men were created free and equal and that
governments derive their power from the people.

Without those words, those ideas, those principles, America would not exist. Not then,
not now, now ever.

And it is the it sacred honor of the American patriot to preserve these words, these
ideas, these principles to make sure they do not fade.

If you go to the National Archives, you can see an original Declaration of Independence.
The words on that document are so faded you can barely read them.

But those words were not meant to just sit on parchment and fade behind a piece of
glass.

And these words did more than declare our independence from England.



These words, these ideas breathed life into this new nation, and on July 4™, 1776, 56
men signed their names to permanently inscribed these principles onto the very heart
and soul of this nation.

There is no doubt that America is beautiful, plentiful and prosperous. Other countries
can claim that too.

But when it comes down to what Americans love about their country. . .

It was the words, the ideas and the principles written on that parchment 236 years ago,
and it's what’s written on our hearts every day.

These principles called our nation to arms in 1776 and continues to stirs pride in the
heart of today’s American patriot...

Don’t have to wear this uniform

Second, you don’t have to wear this uniform to be a patriot.

We have more than a million patriots in the Army, Army Reserve and National Guard
who protect these principles and uphold our Constitution, but they are not alone in this
mission.

We have American patriots who serve their nation every day. They serve their nation as
police officers, civil servants or lawyers who shape our governments.

These patriots are mothers and fathers... teachers and ministers... mentors and
coaches who raise our young people to be the future of America.

Every day, these patriots fight for the same American principles our Soldiers protect.
They fight to provide for their families.

They fight to educate our children.

They fight to protect our communities.

They fight to ensure equality.

They fight evil with kindness. . .

Greed with charity. . .



And apathy with compassion.
Every day, it is their sacred honor to put service before self.
And it is my privilege to call them American patriots.

I’'m profoundly impressed by the patriots who step up to serve the men and women who
wear this uniform.

As far back as the Revolutionary War, I've found stories of everyday citizens who cared
for the families of Soldiers, tended to the injured and provided for the veterans. They
did this for no other reason than pride and love of country.

In wartime and in peace, these patriots stepped forward to tell our men and women in
uniform, “We have your back.”

Just ask anyone who has every deployed, and they’ll tell you the same thing... Our
Soldiers and their families need the support of our heroes on the home front. There’s
no doubt about that.

Our Soldiers knew, every single day, when they went out on patrol, that the American
people had their backs. And they knew that what they did mattered, and that it meant
something to the American people.

Every day, the American people recognize the sacrifice our Soldiers and our families
make, and they do this in very visible ways.

With every act of support from these American patriots, our 94,000 deployed Soldiers
know that what they do matters to the American people.

[This may be a good place to put in an anecdote about specific civilians who have
supported the Army.]

Our nation’s best defense

Finally, your patriotic service is our nation’s best defense.

Our founding fathers laid America’s foundation with the words, ideas and principles of
the Declaration of Independence, but our nation’s defense depends on you, American
patriots, building upon that foundation with your service.



Your love of this country serves as a constant reminder to the world of what it means to
be America.

Your service, the outward expression of this love, fortifies our resolve to protect our
principles - liberty, freedom and equality - the true borders of America.

When you tutor a child after school. . .
Help a teacher in the classroom. . .
Or even coach little league on the weekends. . .
You strengthen our families with your service.
When you send a care package to a deployed Soldier. . .
Help a wounded warrior. . .
Or hire a veteran. . .
You strengthen our Army with your service.
You may have raised your hand to serve in the Army. . .
You may have raised a son or daughter who became a Soldier . . .
You may be married to a Soldier. . .
You strengthen our nation with your service.
Conclusion
As we celebrate this fourth of July, let us be proud of what this day means to us.
Wear some red, white and blue.
Play some Lee Greenwood.

Grill something and shoot off some fireworks.



But at the end of the day, | want you to remember one very important thing... American
patriotism, and even this uniform, will have no meaning if our principles do not live in our
hearts, on our lips and in our actions.

Make sure the words, the ideas and the principles of Declaration of Independence will
never fade.

So today, and every day, we must show the world how much we love this nation.

The world will know how American patriotism redefines what it means to love your
country.

The world will know you don’t have to wear this uniform to be an American patriot.
And the world will know that our nation’s best defense is your service.

So today, and every day. . .

Keep doing what you do best, America. . . Keep serving.

Keep writing letters and sending care packages to deployed Soldiers.

Keep caring for our wounded warriors and their families.

Keep supporting our families.

Keep hiring our veterans.

Keep writing those words, those ideas and those principles ever darker for the world to
see.

Keep serving. . . It makes a difference.

Thank you for your service. Thank you for your support.



